



               

 AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2019


Dear Happy Hares Parents/Carers,

What a busy few months we have had; our children from last term have settled well 
after their Christmas break and we also need to welcome lots of new Little Hares and 
Big Hares to the nursery. Numbers are growing steadily and healthily; it is lovely to see 
the nursery filling up with lots of smiling children.


LEARNING


To enable the children to settle at Happy 
Hares; they have initiated a lot of there own 
learning, enjoying choosing their favourite 
activities and areas of interest in the 
nursery. This has given staff time to really 
get to know the children and use this 
knowledge to inform their planning.

We have engaged the children with some of 
our favourite adult led themes. During our  
“All About Me’  topic; the children enjoyed 
lots of Peekaboo games and exploration play 

with the mirrors. The younger children were particularly engrossed in our sensory 
stepping stones and finger gym activities. The older children discussed their feelings 
and emotions looking at a range of visuals; they had  fun making different facial 
expressions to match their moods. This was a great opportunity for new children to 
become familiar with their new environment, form relationships with key staff as well 
as start to make their own friends.


The children were very excited about our “Autumn and Woodland Animals” topic. The 
children showed excellent concentration skills when investigating our ‘Autumn’ sensory 
tray; (see photo) they enjoyed making dens and houses for our range of woodland 
animals using a variety of leaves, sticks, wood, pine cones and natural objects. We have 
also been in the garden going on bear and Gruffalo hunts. We liked feeling the crunchy 
autumn leaves under our feet.







We have also been exploring our Winter/Weather theme where we investigated 
different arctic animals in ice; enjoying touching them and thinking about different 
texture language. The children loved our Chinese New Year Celebrations; tasting 
different Chinese foods, mark making with Chinese writing and joining in with our very 
own Chinese Dragon dances.


FOREST SCHOOL

At Forest School this term, we have been concentrating on building up our confidence in 
the woodland area, getting used to our surroundings and learning about the importance 
of boundaries and routines. We have been discussing growth and decay, recognising the 
changes that have happened in the forest and why. As the weather improves and 
Spring  approaches we will be using the woods more frequently, finding out about living 
things, building camp fires and dens within the woodland environment.





These are our lovely chickens; Hattie, Hettie, 
Helga and Hilda….we have had a couple of eggs 
and are hoping for more as the weather 
improves. They have settled in well, the 
children love watching them and are getting 
really efficient at feeding  and cleaning them.





STAFFING

Our amazing team; Jodie, Sid, Fiona, Alison and Josie have all 
worked really hard to establish strong relationships with all the 
children in their care thus ensuring our children have settled 
happily and are thriving in the setting. We would also like to 
welcome Daisy who has been/will be working part time with us 
in the Little Hares Room. We also have a range of ‘bank’ staff 
for  short term cover but with our ever increasing numbers; we 
look forward to employing another full time member of staff next term.




OTHER ACTIVITIES.

The children have taken part in several cooking activities over the past few months; we 
look forward to planning more formal cooking tasks for specific age ranges on a weekly 
basis; hopefully making our HAPPY HARES RECIPE BOOK  an on-going work in progress. 
We also hope to make our visits to the Library, Park and shops a more regular event 
for the children in our care.


EASTER CLOSURE/HOLIDAY CLUB.

A reminder that are Easter Closure dates will be Monday 15th to Monday 22nd April 
inclusive; however we will be open the first week of the school Easter holidays and will 
be opening our doors to older siblings or older children aged 4 - 11 years who might 
require Holiday Club Care. This will be £4.00 an hour. Please let Clare/Jodie or Sid 
know if you would like a place…we have lots of trips and exciting activities planned.


PARENTS CONSULTATIONS.

These will take place on Thursday 21st March from 4PM to 7PM; you will have the 
opportunity to sign up for a time slot to discuss your child’s progress and Next Steps 
with a member of staff nearer the time. 


Please can we remind all parents/carers that at the moment we don’t have  full-time 
admin staff and  we are often all in ratio, so emails and Facebook messages aren’t 
always guaranteed a speedy response; it is always best to ring us and/or speak to us if 
you can. Changes to your child’s session times or days need to be put formally in 
writing to clare@happyhares.com


Thank you all our parents/carers for their support for our new nursery; we aim to 
provide outstanding care for your children and look forward to exciting times ahead.


The Happy Hares Team.
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